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Shepton  Mallet  Urban  District  Council. 


Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1944.  - 


WlNCANTON, 

Somerset. 

July,  1945. 


TO  THE 

SHEPTON  MALLET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1944. 

1.— GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  Of"  UlS, 

Population  (1944)  ...  ...  .  '  ... 

Number  of  Inhabitated  Houses  (1931)  ...  ", 

Rateable  Value  ...  ' . LS  ^  rtl  ...  '• 

Produce  of  Penny  Rate  (estimated)  ...  ...  ‘‘ 


2259 

4857 

1150 

£24,464 

£98 


2.— EXTRACTS 

FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE 

YEAR. 

Live  Births  : — 

Births. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

...  37 

35 

Legitimate  ... 

...  33 

30 

Rate  : — 17.6. 

Illegitimate 

4 

5  Birth 

Still  Births  : — 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

0 

1 

Legitimate 

0 

1 

Rate  0.50. 

Illegitimate 

0 

0  Birth 

Deaths  from  all  causes 

Deaths. 

Total  Males. 

...  73  40 

Females. 

33  Death  Rate  : — vll.6. 

Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of. 

child-birth  : — 

(a)  From 

Sepsis 

0 

(b)  From 

other  causes 

0 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  ol  age  : — 

Legitimate  3  ;  Illegitimate, 

0  ;  Total,  3. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Week  ... 

„  „  „  from  One  to  Four  Weeks 

,,  ,,  from  One  to  Six  Months 

„  „  „  from  Six  to  Twelve  Months 

Total 


0 

1 

o 

0 

3 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  •••  1 

„  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  0 

„  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  ...  0 

There  has  not  been  any  excessive  mortality  during  the  year. 

The  total  number  of  Deaths  occurring  in  the  District  was  73,  compared  with  52  in  1943. 

The  chief  causes  of  Death  were  : — 

Cancer 

Heart  Disease 
Old  Age 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

In  these  four'  “  Causes  of  Death  ”  : 

Those  dying  between  the  ages  of  75  and  80  were  15. 

„  81  and  85  were  12. 

,,  86  and  90  wore  2. 

99  99  99  99 

Those  dying  above  the  age  of  90  were  ... 

A  total  of  32,  or  43.83%  of  the  total  Deaths. 


17 

14 

13 

9 


3 


3.— NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Cases  admitted 


Total  Cases 

to  Isolation 

Total 

Diseases. 

Notified. 

Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

2 

1 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

10 

10 

0 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

4 

0 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

10 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

0 

0 

Measles 

7 

3 

1 

Cerebro -Spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

Erysipalas 

3 

2 

0 

Tuberculosis  : — Total 

6 

0 

I 

(a)  Respiratory 

5 

0 

0 

(b)  Non-respiratory 

1 

0 

1 

The  notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  District  by  Medical  Practitioners  was  satisfactory, 
except  in  cases  of  Pneumonia. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Cases  Treated 

Vision 

Vision 

Total 

Notified. 

At  home.  In  Hospital. 

Unimpaired. 

Impaired. 

Blindness. 

1 

1  0 

1 

0 

0 

4.— CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS. 

The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  to  me  were  of  a  mild  typ>e,  and  there  were  no  deaths. 
There  was  a  fairly  widespread  epidemic  of  Influenza  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  ;  the 
majority  of  the  cases  were  of  a  mild  type  and  of  short  duration  ;  complete  recovery  was  the  r  ule,  but 
there  was  one  death  attributed  to  this  deases. 

Pneumonia  caused  5  deaths. 


5.— SUMMARY  OF  NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITAL  AND  OTHER 
INSTITUTIONS  AVAILABLE  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

A. — Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(1)  General  : — There  are  2  Nurses  in  the  District  engaged  in  general  district  work,  who  are 
affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  Association. 

(2)  For  Infectious  Diseases  : — Some  of  the  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  the  remainder  were  either  nursed  by  their  relatives  or  by  nurses 
obtained  from  Nursing  Homes  or  Hospitals  outside  the  District. 

B.  — Midwives. 

There  are  2  Certified  Midwives  practising  in  the  District. 

C. — Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

There  is  one  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  in  Charlton  Road  provided  and  staffed  by  the  County 
Council. 


D. — Hospitals  Available  for  the  District. 


% 


(1)  Tuberculosis  :  None. 


Fever  : — One  (The  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  Shepton  Mallet)  to  which  the  following 
cases  were  admitted  during  the  year  : — 

Total  No. 

Disease.  Admitted.  No.  Died. 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  103 

For  Observation  ...  3 

Dysentery  ...  ...  1 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  12 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  7 

Measles  ...  ...  8 

Mumps  ...  ...  ...  3 

Chicken  Pox  ...  ...  6 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  2 

Cerebro- Spinal  Fever  ...  1 

Vincent’s  Angina  ...  ...  2 

Venereal  Disease  ...  ...  1 

Impetigo  ...  ...  1 


0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


150 


2 


(3)  Other  : — There  is  one  District  Hospital  at  Shepton  Mallet  for  the  treatment  of  general 
medical  and  surgical  cases.  There  is  no  Public  Assistance  Institution,  the  building 
having  been  taken  over  by  The  County  Council  as  an  Institution  for  persons  suffering 
from  Mental  Deficiency. 

E.  — Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers  and  Illegitimate  Infants  :  None. 

Homeless  Children  :  Hillworth  House,  staffed  and  equipped  by  the  Somerset  County  Council. 

F.  — Institutions  for  Evacuated  Children. 

(a)  Darshill  Sick  Bay,  accommodating  12  Children. 

(b)  Mayfair  Hostel,  accommodating  24  Children. 

These  are  administered  by  the  Shepton  Mallet  Rural  District  Council. 


G. — Ambulance  Facilities. 

(1)  For  Infectious  Cases  : — A  trailer  Ambulance  is  kept  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  the 
collection  and  removal  of  Infectious  Cases.  This  machine  is  not  satisfactory,  and  it  is 
hoped  to  replace  it  by  an  Ambulance  in  the  near  future. 

(2)  For  Non-infectious  cases  and  Accidents  : — A  Motor  Ambulance  supplied  and  equipped  by 
The  Shepton  Mallet  Urban  District  Council  is  kept  at  the  Wells  Road  Garage,  Shepton 
Mallet,  Telephone  126. 

H.  — Scabies.  A  few  cases  of  Scabies  have  occurred  in  the  District  ;  most  of  them  have  been 
admitted  to  Darshill  Sick  Bay  or  one  of  the  other  Sick  Bays  in  the  County  ;  a  few  have 
been  treated  at  homo  by  their  own  Doctor. 

There  has  been  no  occasion  to  have  recourse  to  The  Scabies  Order,  1941. 


6.— LABORATORY  WORK. 

Examinations  of  bacteriological  and  pathological  specimens  are  carried  out  at  The  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Taunton  ;  considerable  use  of  this  Laboratory  has  been  made  during  the  year. 

A  supply  of  Diphtheria,  Antitoxim  is  kept  at  The  Isolation  Hospital,  Shepton  Mallet,  and  is 
supplied  free  on  demand  by  Practitioners  practising  in  the  District. 


7.— PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

There  is  one  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Housing  and  Sanitary  Surveyor  (a  whole-time  officer)  and 
myself  (a  part-time  officer).  There  is  one  Health  Visitor  in  the  District. 


8.— WATER  SUPPLIES. 

No  change. 


9.— DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

No  change. 


10.— CAMPING  SITES. 

No  Camping  Sites  have  been  registered  in  the  District. 

Generally  the  only  cases  of  Camping  which  occurred  wore  only  of  2  or  3  days’  duration,  except 
in  the  case  of  The  Fair  Ground  in  Cook’s  Paddock,  the  duration  of  which  is  usually  about  one  or  two 
weeks  ;  the  Sanitary  arrangements  here  are  unsatisfactory,  although  improvements  have  been  effected. 


11.— HOUSING. 

Two  cases  of  overcrowding  exist  within  the  District,  these  will  be  moved  into  Council  Houses 
when  possible.  There  is  not  sufficient  houses  to  meet  the  demand.  A  lay-out  plan  for  the  provision 
of  189  houses,  including  sites  for  17  houses  to  be  erected  by  private  enterprise,  has  been  approved  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  and  it  is  hoped  that  building  will  be  commenced  at  an  early  date. 


12.— MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH  ENQUIRIES. 

None. 

13.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply  : 

(1)  Number  of  Producers  on  the  Register 

(2)  Number  of  Distributors  on  the  Register 

(a)  Distributors  who  are  also  Producers 

(b)  Distributors  only  (Pasteurised  0,  Other  4) 

(3)  Number  of  Licences  granted 

(a)  T.T. 

(b)  Accredited 

(c)  Licence  to  Pasteurise 

(b)  Meat  Supervision  : 

Slaughter  Houses  :  Licenced  ...  ... 

Formerly  Registered — now  unused — Application  for  Licence  pending 

Total 

Knacker’s  Yards.  Licenced 


22 

7 

3 


4 

11 


o 


9 

0 


0 

4 

4 

0 


AIR  RAID  PRECAUTIONS. 

There  is  one  Rescue  Party  and  5  First  Aid  Points,  staffed  by  an  Officer  in  Charge  with  a  varying 
numbor  of  helpers  ;  equipment  has  been  provided  by  the  County  Council,  the  British  Red  Cross  Society 
and  by  Local  effort.  There  are  also  3  Dressing  Stations  situated  in  Private  Houses. 


The  following  facts  have  been  repotted  to  me  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  : — 

Public  Water  Supplies. 

Chlorination  : — All  water  is  chlorinated. 

Samples  : —  Satisfactory  ... 

Not  quite  satisfactory  ... 

U  nsatisfactory 
Water  Shortage 
Private  Supplies 

Sewerage  : — No  change.  Number  of  Samples  of  Effluent,  2.  Both  satisfactory. 

Housing  : — 

Number  of  Unfit  Houses  licenced  for  occupation  ...  ...  0 

Bed  Bug  Infestation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Flea  Infestation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  Houses,  other  than  Hostels,  requisitioned  by  the  Council 

for  the  use  of  Evacuees  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Sanitary  Accommodation  in  Houses  : — No  alterations  or  additions. 

Statutory  Action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Informal  Action  : — The  Owners  have  been  interviewed  in  2  or  II  cases  and 
requests  for  improvements  complied  with. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  : — No  action. 

Disinfection  of  premises  after  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  has  been  done  in  21  eases.  The 
bedding  has  been  removed  to  The  Isolation  Hospital  for  disinfection  in  all  cases. 


3 

0 

0 

0 

0 


House  Refuse  Collections: — In  High  Street  and  Town  Street  once  daily,  in  others  once  weekly. 


Salvage  : — 


Value. 


Tons. 

Cwts. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Rubber 

...  21 

n 

52 

16 

2 

Paper 

Tins 

...  51 

m 

330 

15 

7 

...  54 

ioi 

63 

9 

6 

Metals 

...  14 

13f 

31 

13 

3 

Bones 

6 

3 

28 

10 

2 

Rags 

4 

10£ 

46 

7 

10 

Pig  Food 

...  70 

Total  Value,  £730/17/6  . 

18 

177 

5 

0 

The  Shepton  Mallet  Urban  District  was  2nd  in  Sales  Value  for  all  Urban  Districts  in  the  Comity. 


Milk  Samples 


T.T.  ... 

...  6 

Satisfactory 

5 

Unsatisfactory 

1 

Accredited 

43 

99 

35 

99 

8 

Pasteurised 

6 

99 

5 

99 

1 

Total  ... 

55 

45 

10 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection  : — The  Bacon  Factory  has  been  regularly  inspected. 

A  number  of  Tins  of  Milk,  Meat  and  Vegetables  have  been  condemned. 

Food  : — Gas  decontamination  Service  : — Squad  of  4. 

Building  reserved  for  Airing  of  contaminated  Food  : — Shepton  Mallet  Cattle  Market. 
Emergency  Mortuary  Accommodation  : — The  British  Legion  Skittle  Alley. 

Plans  : — 

Number  presented 
Number  approved 

Number  of  Certificates  of  Essentiality  issued 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1939  : — 

Number  of  Premises  dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Number  of  Rats  picked  up  ...  ...  ...  ...  531 

Number  of  Mice  picked  up  ...  ...  ...  ...  308 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


7 

7 

2 


Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  E.  COULSON, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


